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11th December 2020
Dear parents, carers and pupils

I hope this letter finds you all well and you will be no doubt getting ready for Christmas.  Please find enclosed your child’s Record of Achievement (ROA).

School will end for students on Friday 18th December at normal time.
If your child has any Covid-19 symptoms and returns a positive Covid-19 test result between Friday 18th and Wednesday 23rd December, please ring us on 01229 407470 as we will need to do contact tracing for other students and staff.
From the start of the Spring term (Wednesday 6th January 2021) we are further extending the school day to increase the number of lessons each day – this means:

· An earlier start time – pupils must be at school for 9.30am.
· There will be an extra lesson in the day (5 lessons) and the school day will end at 2pm.
· Taxi companies are being made aware of the changes.

· Lunch will be part of the school day again – students will be provided with the lunch they have ordered (or their own packed lunch if they wish to bring one) in a classroom and there will be an opportunity after this for students to take a break on site (as they currently do in the morning).
We do expect students to be in full uniform.  If your child does not have full uniform, we are happy to support you – we know these have been very challenging times for everyone, particularly financially.  Students can continue to attend in PE kit on the days they have PE – if you have any questions (about uniform or anything else about school) please contact your child’s key staff to discuss.
We want to reassure you that we continue to take all measures possible to make the school safe:
· We continue to operate as a whole school bubble – this is why it is so important for us all that no one attends with any symptoms of Covid-19 and why students are sent hone if they display any symptoms (high temperature, new cough, loss of taste and/or smell)
· We will expect everyone to maintain a safe distance as far as we possibly can.

· We provide hand sanitiser around the school to help with hand hygiene.
· Additional cleaning is done every day and classrooms have cleaning caddies for intermittent cleaning.
· Non-essential visitors are prohibited.

· Students MUST wear masks in their taxi (where in place).  If students refuse, they may be refused transport.  We appreciate your support in ensuring students have a mask on when they get in the taxi.
· The timetable will be kept under review and we hope to further increase the school day as soon as possible.
From 6th January 2021 can we remind you - if your child or anyone in your household has any symptoms they MUST NOT attend school and please inform us – if you have symptoms you should self-isolate for 10 days and if someone in your household has symptoms, all other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days.

Thank you for your patience and continued support through this time.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a pleasant Christmas and New Year.
Yours sincerely
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Lisa Balderstone (Head teacher)
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