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15th October 2020
Dear parents, carers and pupils

I hope this letter finds you and your families well and managing to cope with the changes we face as we continue to try and keep ourselves and our families safe in this pandemic.
After half term (from Monday 2nd November) we are extending the school day a little – this means:

· An earlier start for pupils – pupils must be at school for 10am

· There will be an extra lesson in the day (though lessons will be 5 minutes shorter – we feel 45-minute lessons will be better and we can widen the curriculum for the students)

· A packed lunch will be continue to be offered and provided to students as they leave.  A breakfast and break drink and snack will be offered to all students during their day in school.
· Extension work will continue to be provided to all students each day
We have been supporting students so far this term where full uniform has not been in place and after half term, we expect full uniform as detailed in the information enclosed.  If you have any issues with this please contact us and we will do our best to support you – we know these have been very challenging times for everyone and particularly financially.  We continue to keep our uniform as simple as possible to assist with this however we will not be able to lend any items of uniform as we have done previously but we are able to support you with uniform items if this is needed.  Students can attend in PE kit on the days they have PE – if you have any questions (about uniform or anything else about school) please contact your child’s key staff to discuss.
We want to reassure you that we continue to take all measures possible to make the school safe:
· We continue to operate as a whole school bubble – this is why it is so important for us all that no one attends with any possible symptoms of Covid-19.
· We will expect everyone to maintain a safe distance as far as we possibly can.

· We provide additional measures to help with hand hygiene such as hand gel around the school.

· Additional cleaning is done every day – this will include cleaning of rooms between lessons as different classes use the rooms.

· Students are required to wear masks in their taxi (where in place) and using the hand sanitiser provided when they get into the taxi.

· The timetable will be kept under review and we hope to further increase the school day as soon as possible.
If your child or anyone in your household has any symptoms (see leaflet enclosed) they MUST NOT attend school and please ring us on 01229 407470 – any person with symptoms should self-isolate for 10 days and all other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days (unless a negative Covid test result is received).
Please make sure we have your most current contact and emergency details – these will be vital should we need to follow Test & Trace procedures.

Yours sincerely
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Lisa Balderstone (Head teacher)
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