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3rd April 2020
Dear year 11 students (and parents and carers)
I hope this finds you well and where possible, you are able to stay home and keep safe.  
We know from those of you that have spoken to staff already since school closed that you are asking about what happens next about your GCSEs and college places.  We now have some clearer information about this and full details of this can be found here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020
The letter to students from the Government is also attached with this letter. 
We have also made sure Inspira have all your details and you may find the following link useful:

https://www.inspira.org.uk/next-steps-after-year-11-and-year-13
This site gives lots of useful information not just about college but about careers, apprenticeships and finding work.  There is also an online form you can submit to ask for their help and numbers for your local office is in the ‘Where to find us’ section.

The Further Education Colleges of Cumbria have told us that students who have already applied for courses will be receiving further information, if they have not already. All the colleges are continuing to accept applications from young people and adults, including current year 11s. Students who have not applied are encouraged to apply through the colleges’ websites and they will receive a response as to the next stages. They may be offered an online or telephone interview, or an unconditional offer depending on the college and the individual’s circumstances.

The colleges are keen to emphasise that year 11 students must not worry about the lack of GCSE exams this summer.  They are working closely with schools and exam boards and will be taking this into consideration during these exceptional circumstances.  Whilst the colleges’ campuses are currently closed to all but the most vulnerable students and those of key workers, they are still operating full admissions teams who will process applications in a timely manner and - applicants will be kept fully informed as to their progress through college systems.

The Cumbria Further Education colleges are:

•             Lakes College, West Cumbria 

•             Carlisle College 

•             Kendal College 

•             Furness College, including Barrow Sixth Form College 

•             Newton Rigg College
Those of you who have an Education health & Care Plan, we will ensure that any place you carry on to study will have the details of this and the transitional reviews that were due to take place will still be done in some format (probably by telephone).

We know this has been a really strange way for year 11 to end at Newbridge House but we will continue to be in touch to see if we can support you in any way.
Thank you, once again for your continued support and, where possible, stay home and stay safe.
Yours Sincerely
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Lisa Balderstone (Head teacher)
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