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This document is a statement of aims, principle and strategies for the teaching and learning of humanities at PRS.  
 
The pupils will benefit from an understanding of the world around them - which the Humanities curriculum will provide.  It will also serve to reinforce key skills in literacy, numeracy, ICT, presentation skills and various other skills needed to thrive both in and out of a school environment.  The curriculum provides an opportunity for pupils to display their own extensive general knowledge and discuss their values and beliefs in an environment that is supportive and non-judgemental.  
 
Humanities incorporates History, Geography, and RE at KS3 and Citizenship at KS4. It is also planned in conjunction with PSHE, which includes Careers and RSE. Our curriculum supports the ethos of promoting British Values and aims to prepare our pupils for success in a modern Britain. An emphasis is placed upon broadening horizons for all children, which includes developing the core skills of tolerance, respect, teamwork, resilience and building self – esteem through the following: 
 
Humanities curriculum aims to: 
· Develop an understanding of how events from the past affect the present.  
· Develop an understanding of a multi-faceted and ever-changing society.  
· To explore the aspects of Citizenship, Geography and History arising from local, national, European and worldwide contexts.  
· A knowledge, awareness and understanding of a range of skills linked to Citizenship, Geography, RE and History.  
· Knowledge and understanding of British Values and preparing for success in a modern Britain. 
· For students to have access to a broad and balanced curriculum across humanities subjects. 
 
Implementation 
Pupils experience a wide range of teaching and learning styles with appropriate resources. ICT based resources and activities are used, as well as practical activities, structured research and planned field trips.  
 
In KS3 the curriculum includes History, Geography and RE, with the purpose of maintaining a broad and balanced curriculum to ensure that students have the continuity of concepts, ideas and themes should they return to mainstream school.  
 
At Key stage 4 students study GCSE Citizenship and PSHE.  
 
PSHE curriculum enables pupils to: 
 
•Understand and manage responsibly a wider range of relationships as they mature and to show respect for the diversity of, and, differences between people; 
•Develop the personal and social knowledge, skills and understanding that underpin learning citizenship; 
•Develop their well-being, self-esteem and belief in their ability to succeed, and to take responsibility for their learning; 
•Develop practical knowledge and skills to help them live healthily and deal with the spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues they face as they approach adulthood; 
•Reflect on their experiences and how they are developing.   
 
GCSE Citizenship 
 
Within GCSE Citizenship, students will study the content of the curriculum and take part in an active citizenship project, allowing them to understand and act upon what it is to be an active member of society, promoting awareness about an issue that they care about. Students will also study and develop knowledge and understanding on: 
 
•What democracy is, how parliamentary democracy operates within the constituent parts of the UK, how government works and how democratic and non-democratic systems of government are different beyond the UK 
•The relationship between the state and citizens, the rights, responsibilities and duties of citizens living and working in the UK and how people participate in democracy 
•The role of the law in society, how laws are shaped and enforced and how the justice system works in England and Wales 
•How taxes are raised and spent by governments, and how national economic and financial policies and decisions relate to individuals 
•Use and apply knowledge and understanding of key citizenship ideas and concepts, including democracy, government, justice, equality, rights, responsibilities, participation, community, identity and diversity, to think deeply and critically about a wide range of political, social, economic and ethical issues and questions facing society in local to global contexts 
•Use and apply knowledge and understanding as they formulate citizenship enquiries, explore and research citizenship issues and actions, analyse and evaluate information and interpret sources of evidence 
•Use and apply citizenship knowledge and understanding to contribute to debates, show understanding of different viewpoints, make persuasive and reasoned arguments, and justify and substantiate their conclusions 
•Use and apply citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills in order to participate in responsible actions to address citizenship issues aimed at improving society and positively contributing to democracy and public life, as individuals and in collaboration with others 
 
We follow AQA GCSE Specification, and the subject content is as follows: 
 
· Citizenship skills, processes and methods 
· Life in modern Britain 
· Rights and responsibilities 
· Politics and participation 
· Active citizenship 
 
R.E 
Many of the values are studied explicitly as religious and non-religious concepts across the key stages in RE. In our lessons we aim to foster mutual respect through structured debate and discussion. Students are encouraged to question and explore sensitive and controversial issues, whilst maintaining tolerance and respect for the views and beliefs of others. 
Much of the R.E curriculum is focused on understanding the beliefs and views of 
different people all over the world and through understanding, true understanding and respect develops. 
 
History 
· British values, including those of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs are embedded in the History curriculum.  
 
· Students explore issues such as democracy in their historical context and relate them to the modern day through studying events such as the Civil War and establishment of the Republic, and the Suffragette movement. This enables the students to understand how overtime, changes happened and be able to evaluate their impact.  
 
· By looking at the achievements of famous British people, students develop an awareness of how they have influenced and shaped the country in which we live. This includes an appreciation of the impact of their work in periods such as the Industrial Revolution as well as the contribution made in both World Wars.  
 
· Teaching students to respect and value diversity is developed in the study of issues such as Britain’s involvement in the slave trade. Furthermore, by investigating modern day issues such as terrorism, students are made aware of the importance of British values overtime. These values are also encouraged in the day-to-day teaching and learning through showing respect for different viewpoints and ideas as well as in the ability to work effectively together both individually and in groups. 
 
Geography 
 
· In Year 7, Geography students consolidate their KS2 map skills and basic UK, European and world geography via a series of maps and atlas related activities through the 'What is my place in the world?' unit.  
 
· In Year 8, students develop knowledge and understanding of human and physical processes in the context of a multi-hazard region (Haiti) and climate change (from South Cumbria to the wider world), thus enabling students to build a better appreciation of the location and spatial scale of different geographical phenomena.  
· In Year 9, students start by focusing on a range of issues related to the Middle East - arguably one of the most important and complex regions of the world. They will then move on to the Urban Challenges unit, beginning with local areas, but then moving on to major international cities, further developing their sense of place in the wider world. 
 
Individual teachers are seen as responsible for the following: 
 
a. Delivering the National Curriculum effectively 
 
b. Assessing the progress of pupils 
 
c. Providing suitable tasks for all ability ranges within the class 
 
d. Planning the Humanities  programme 
 
e. Providing feedback to the pupils and parents 
 
f. Developing pupils’ enthusiasm for the subject. 
 
 
Differentiation 
Teaching and learning is adapted for each pupil and their individual needs, accounting for the fluid and flexible nature of the setting and our students. The nature of our service means that pupils come with different levels of knowledge and experience depending on what their school’s curriculum includes. Differentiated tasks are incorporated into planning. 
 

 
Breadth of study: 
We aim to give students a wide breadth of study within Humanities. We aim to give students the opportunity for: 
• Practical activities within the classroom 
• Problem solving 
• Individual, whole class, and group discussions / activities 
• Using ICT and the internet as a historical tool 
• Creative tasks such as poster making. 
 
 
Planning 
Curriculum planning is organised into three levels: 
 
· Long-term planning gives a broad curriculum framework for each key stage 3 & 4 class to cover variety Humanities topics. 
· Medium term planning is undertaken by the teacher.  These are termly plans divided into specific topics of work. 
· Short-term (weekly/daily) planning is completed and is ‘fluid’- this is dependent on the needs and levels of the pupils 
 
 
Assessment and Record-Keeping 
We use assessment to: 
· Plan future teaching and learning 
· Provide diagnostic information 
· Provide summative information for teachers and parents 
 
All pupils are assessed on an ongoing basis during the schemes of work. Assessments are made based on pupils’ written work, computer assisted tasks and verbal discussion. 
Students that take GCSE Citizenship will complete an Active Citizenship project.  
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