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This document is a statement of the aims, principle and strategies for the teaching and learning of English at South Cumbria Pupil Referral Unit.

PHILOSOPHY

Whether a child is single or dual registered, attending on a permanent or temporary basis or attempting to re-enter education after a period of non-attendance the English Department encourages the development of self-confidence, independent learning skills and full participation in the wider curriculum.

Developing literacy skills is vital both for success in the classroom and in everyday life.  Equally, English offers the opportunity for pupils to express their creative ideas at the heart of the core curriculum.  Access to literature that will stretch, challenge, and engage the reader is also a central aim of this department.

Expectations in English lessons will be consistently high but realistic.  Praise for all academic achievement and the recognition that pupils will progress at an individual pace will assist the full participation of pupils in lessons.

At Key Stage 4 the focus will be on gaining externally accredited qualifications, such as Entry Level Certificate, GCSE English Language and Literature where appropriate.
This enables us to provide sufficient structure, pattern and strategy to our planning and teaching.  The ultimate aim of the Pupil Referral Unit is to re-integrate pupils into mainstream education so the experience of pupils in our lessons should be broadly similar though fully attendant to their special needs.

PLANNING

The English Department uses a long-term curriculum overview.  A medium-term planning template covers individual units. The level of planning should allow non-specialists to teach the curriculum, with support.  

Meetings of those involved in English teaching will assist this planning through discussion on what is successful and sharing of resources.  This is particularly the case in the PRU with staff to ensure all pupils are assessed in reading, spelling and comprehension so work is set at an appropriate, individual level.

Opportunity for sharing of planning is available through entities such as the South Lakes Federation.
Adaptive Teaching and Differentiation in English
Every student has unique learning needs and strengths. Our English curriculum is designed to be adaptive and differentiated to ensure that all students can achieve their potential. We use a variety of strategies to create a flexible learning environment to meet the needs of our students, particularly those with SEMH and learning challenges.

Our approach to differentiation includes:
•
Differentiated Content – We tailor the content to match students’ abilities and learning styles. For example, students working at different levels may engage with simplified or more complex resources, depending on their understanding and confidence in the subject.

•
Varied Teaching Methods – We use a combination of direct instruction, practical activities, visual aids, and technology to cater to different learning styles. Hands-on investigations, demonstrations, and multimedia resources help to engage students and make abstract scientific concepts more concrete.

•
Scaffolded Support – We provide structured support, such as guided practice, step-by-step instructions, and tailored resources, to help students at different levels of readiness. This scaffolding ensures that all students are able to access challenging content while gradually building their independence.

•
Flexible Pacing – Lessons are paced to meet individual needs, allowing students to process information comfortably and at their own speed, with additional support for those who require it.

•
Use of Access Arrangements – We implement appropriate access arrangements, such as scribe support, additional time, and oral assessments, as our normal way of working to ensure students can demonstrate their learning effectively.

•
Personalised Feedback and Reflection – Feedback is provided sensitively and constructively within lessons, ensuring students feel supported rather than criticised. Recognising that many of our students experience rejection sensitivity, we focus on delivering specific, actionable feedback in a way that builds confidence and encourages progress without overwhelming them.

Through these strategies, we ensure that all students are fully supported to succeed and can confidently progress in their English learning.
FORMAL DELIVERY OF ENGLISH

English will be delivered as a separate subject but in addition to this its uses and functions will be supported across the curriculum.

Curriculum Structure
KEY STAGE 3

Pupils are entitled to at least three lessons of English if attending South Cumbria Pupil Referral Unit full-time over five days.

Time permitting, a typical lesson at Key Stage 3 will look as follows:

•
Short lesson starter activity (i.e. grammar & punctuation, vocabulary of re-cap of previous lesson) – (if appropriate)

This is essentially a mental starter.  It should stimulate whole class discussions and involve each pupil.  It need not be linked with the major theme of the lesson but, for instance, whole text revision may be appropriate before reading.

•
Introduce the main teaching points

The teacher establishes the timing and format of the lesson, explaining what will happen and how tasks will be undertaken.  This should develop previous good practice and allow pupils to be aware of their academic direction and the teacher’s rationale.

•
Develop the main teaching points – individual pupil work is adapted.
This is the central focus of the lesson when the text is read and shared or the main activity is performed.  This could be led by group activity or, in the small classes at South Cumbria PRU, the whole class.

•
Plenary

Each lesson can be reviewed toward its conclusion, in order to reinforce teaching points, review progress and performance of link into the next lesson.

Lessons will be created around the strategy for years 7, 8 and 9.  Given that a typical KS3 group may contain all 3 years, work will be adapted where appropriate.

KEY STAGE 4

The central aim of Key Stage Four is to prepare pupils for their transition to the world of work, education and training and to enable pupils to reach a standard high enough to be entered for, and to gain success in, external examinations.  So far pupils have been entered for:

· WJEC/AQA/OCR (depending on the school choice) GCSE English Language and English Literature when dual registered 

· WJEC GCSE English where the PRU is solely responsible for the English provision
· Entry Level GCSE English and English Literature, where viable.
The department has experienced success at each level and is committed to the continuance of these programmes.

Each lesson:

•
Will begin with a ‘settler’ activity. That is, whole class start to the lesson that will outline points from the previous lesson and review them establishing a context for the current lesson.

•
Then the aim of the current lesson will be introduced

•
The lesson will proceed and may include speaking and listening, reading or writing (or a combination of these skills).  Individuals will receive the assistance they need at the necessary time.  

•
On completion of the central task/s students will be encouraged to review their lesson and prepare for the next one.

Over the course of both Key Stage 3 and 4 it is expected that a pupil will have experienced a reasonably full range of texts, genres and styles of writing.

Where appropriate, there will be liaison with the English Departments of the dual registered and permanently excluded pupils to ensure continuity, avoid repetition and ensure coursework is moderated accordingly.
Speaking and listening skills are encouraged through presentations to prepare students and build confidence for life outside and beyond school.  Opportunities for creativity and real purpose and audience are encouraged and the English department will strive to make links with outside agencies to allow pupils to achieve this goal.  
Cross-Curricular Learning in English

We recognise the importance of cross-curricular learning in developing a holistic understanding of English and its relevance to the wider world. Our English curriculum is designed to integrate knowledge and skills from other subjects, enhancing students' ability to make connections across different areas of learning. This approach not only deepens an understanding of English but also reinforces key transferable skills that students can apply in various contexts.

We achieve this by:

•
Embedding Literacy Skills – Incorporates reading, writing, and communication tasks that support students’ development of disciplinary literacy as well as general literacy skills.

•
Promoting Numeracy – Students are asked to apply mathematical skills such as data analysis, drawing graphs, and taking and recording measurements, fostering numeracy as a key competency in both English and everyday life.

•
Connecting with Social English – We explore the social, ethical, and historical issues, linking English to PSHE and Citizenship to help students engage with real-world issues.

•
Supporting Personal Development and Wellbeing – Through links with PSHE, students discuss personal and social choices, such as drugs, healthy lifestyles, and sustainability.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

Equal Opportunities are vital to the teaching and learning of English

•
Each pupil will be treated fairly and equitably having the same access to the curriculum as his / her peers.

•
Each pupil will be expected to achieve their potential and positively assisted in doing so.

•
Sexist, racist or homophobic ideas will be discussed in a mature fashion and the acceptance of these ideas as tolerable will be challenged.

•
Texts from different cultures and traditions will be taught positively as will texts from different times and genres.

•
The pursuit of individual fulfilment through English studies will be encouraged, as will an appreciation of society, its norms and developments.
CIAG
Each student has the ability to develop their knowledge of the workplace during timetabled English lessons. This is achieved through tasks such as mock interviews, business orientated writing and making applications.

BRITISH VALUES

Teaching British values is vital to combatting discrimination and ensuring a more fair society.

Pupils are encouraged to regard people of all faiths, races and cultures with respect and tolerance. It is expected that pupils should understand that while different people may hold different views about what is ‘right’ and ‘wrong’, all people living in England are subject to its law. 
The department’s ethos and teaching, which we should make parents aware of, should support the rule of English civil and criminal law and not teach anything that undermines it. If our department teaches about religious law, particular care should be taken to explore the relationship between state and religious law. Pupils should be made aware of the difference between the law of the land and religious law.

In out teaching of English we will:
• enable students to develop their self‐knowledge, self‐esteem and self-confidence;

• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of England;

• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behavior, show initiative, and to understand how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the school and to society more widely;

• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and services in England;

• encourage respect for other people;

• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes
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