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A head teacher in Greater Manchester is warning that illegal vaping could kill a child, after the collapse of a 12-year-old pupil who had used a vape containing spice - an illegal synthetic drug.

The school told BBC news they feared it would take a tragedy to prompt action to stop children vaping.

High levels of psychoactive cannabis oil and tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) have also been found in vapes in the area.

The popularity of vaping among youngsters comes amid concern about the emergence of illegal vapes containing excess nicotine content above the legal limit, and metals such as lead and nickel. 

THC Vapes/Pens are usually thinner than the standard kits and currently, there is no way of identifying the contents or strength and purchases can be made easily online or via Snapchat.

Vape liquid is sold in small plastic bottles. The vitamin E acetate is an oily chemical which can be added to the liquid to thicken or dilute it to make it go further.
When inhaled the vitamin E acetate can produce a toxic gas and cause lung injuries. Between 2019 and 2020 there were nearly 3,000 hospital admissions and 68 deaths associated with vitamin E acetate in THC vape pens in the USA.
There is no way of knowing if the THC vape liquid contains vitamin E acetate.



There are THC vapes being used in Cumbrian Schools - Considerations if you encounter a child with THC vapes:

· Check immediate welfare, especially if a child & obtain medical advice
· Follow safeguarding process and Intel into Cumbria Police.
· If at educational premises, liaise with Designated Safeguarding Leads
