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14th March 2024

Dear parents, carers and pupils
As we see an increase in the use of vapes, we are very concerned at the presence of what are known as THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol) vapes or ‘dab pens’ and are also aware that THC liquid can be added to vapes.

These vapes have resulted in some young people in our area being hospitalised due to the effects of the THC. We are also aware of vapes containing other harmful and in some cases, quite unknown substances that have also led to young people collapsing and requiring hospital treatment. THC is the chemical that gives the ‘high’ effect, and it is illegal in the UK, so their contents go unregulated.

We have significant concerns that some students have presented at school behaving in a way that leads us to believe they may be under the influence of substance either on arrival or during the school day. Should this be the case, we have to assess if the student is fit to be in school as they need one to one monitoring and cannot go into their lessons. If we feel they are unfit for school, we may contact you to say they are unfit to be at school and need monitoring at home – we will urge you to take them to A&E should you see any deterioration as it is unclear what substances may actually be in their system and the effect they will have.

As THC is illegal, and our duty of care is to keep students safe, should we have concerns that any student may be under the influence and may have a THC vape on their person, we will contact police who may come and search the pupil. Any THC vape found will be confiscated as it is a prohibited item in our school’s policy. If any student is found to have a THC vape and we have concerns that they have shared this with other students, then police may also be looking at this as a potential supply of an illegal substance. This is the same for any student we consider having any other illegal substance on the premises.

As we are unable to have tested the contents of refillable vapes or pods and they could also contain these harmful products, these are also a prohibited item in our policy and any refillable vape or pod system found will be confiscated.  This is the same for disposable vapes that deliver more than 600 puffs as these too are illegal in the UK and are prohibited items in our policy which will also be confiscated.

We recognise that vapes, like cigarettes and other substances, are addictive and students may want support to stop using these products which we will continue to provide.  Where possible we will work with the school nurse team and other agencies to provide vaping and smoking cessation support.

In the meantime, we appreciate your support in tackling this growing concern as any illegal activity in school cannot and will not be tolerated and may lead to us having to consider whether students can remain at our school.  Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss any of this if you want to know more.
Yours sincerely
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Lisa Balderstone (Head teacher)
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