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This document is a statement of aims, principle and strategies for the teaching and learning of History at Newbridge House.

Students at Newbridge House will particularly benefit from an understanding of the past and how it links to the present and future, which studying History gives them. It will also help to promote and reinforce key skills in literacy and numeracy, as well as second order concepts such as change and causation. Content has been chosen to give the students a broad and varied look at historical events and relationships, including traditional and popular topics combined with new and innovative areas.

History at Newbridge House aims to:
· Develop and extend students’ knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods, and societies in local, British, and wider world history.
· Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers.
· Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context.
· Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about them.

Through History and historical learning, we aim to further progress student’s personal development with reference to the British Values by:
· Encouraging students to work both individually and together in groups where possible.
· Encouraging students to be responsible for their own learning and self-development
· Showing tolerance and mutual respect for the views of other pupils.
· Helping pupils with their verbal and written communication skills
· Raise awareness of social, ethical, and economic implications in History E.g., Hitler’s ideologies and how the effects of these are still prominent in today’s world.

Cross curricular links are prominent in the teaching and learning of History, such as:
· Geographical skills such as using maps to locate countries and their proximity to each other.
· Literacy skills such as speaking and listening, reading, and introducing new vocabulary.
· Citizenship links such as understanding a society in context and how life was during the given time period.
· IT skills such as being able to use the internet and other software to be able to create pieces of work. 

Assessment and marking:
Students will be assessed using a wide range of methods, including verbal responses to questions and discussions in class, written tasks in the classroom and summative and formative assessments throughout each unit. 
Assessment is used to provide both diagnostic information to inform future planning, teaching, and learning, and summative information for teachers and parents. Marking is carried out in line with our school’s marking policy. Books are marked regularly, aiming to feedback both what the students have done well in and what they could do to improve. Feedback is shared with the students on a regular basis. 

Differentiation:
Teaching and learning is adapted for each pupil and their individual needs, accounting for the fluid and flexible nature of the setting and our students. The nature of the PRU means that pupils come with different levels of knowledge and experience depending on what their school’s curriculum includes. Differentiated tasks are incorporated into planning.

Equal Opportunities:

History at the PRU is open to all GCSE students, and as per our inclusion policy is differentiated appropriately to ensure the inclusion of:
· Male and female students
· Students who are undergoing gender reassignment 
· Students with special educational needs 
· Students with a disability 
· Students looked after by the Local Authority 
· LGBTQ+ students
· Students of all races, ethnicities, nationalities, and social groups

Breadth of study:
At the PRU, we aim to give students a wide breadth of study within History. We aim to give students the opportunity for:
· Practical activities within the classroom
· Problem solving
· Individual, whole class, and group discussions / activities
· Using ICT and the internet as a historical tool
· Creative tasks such as poster making. 

Lesson delivery:
A typical History lesson at the PRU will look like:
STARTER / RECAP – This will be used to either recap prior learning if we are following on from a topic taught in a previous lesson, or a short task to introduce a new topic. This will be in the form of a ‘do now’ sheet, which will look at prior learning including definition of key words and source analysis. 

INTRODUCE MAIN TEACHING POINTS – The teacher will introduce the main teaching points for the lesson, possibly by a class discussion, a video, or some other method. This will allow the students to understand the learning objectives, key questions, and key terminology used in the lesson. It will also allow them to learn the content needed for the current topic.

INTRODUCE MAIN ACTIVITY / ACTIVITIES – This will give the students a chance to delve deeper into the topic at hand, by completing an activity, or a few short tasks to help them expand on their knowledge. This is the main focus of the lesson, and could be delivered whole class, in groups, or individually. Work is differentiated for different groups / students. 

PLENARY: Learning is consolidated, and progress is reviewed. Teaching and learning points are reinforced and any questions are answered and discussed. 
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This is a very broad format, which is subject to change for any given lesson depending on students and circumstances at the time. 
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