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What is child sexual exploitation (CSE)?
· A form of child sexual abuse which can affect any child (male or female) under the age of 18
· An individual or group taking advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child into sexual activity

· The sexual activity may be:

· In exchange for something the child needs or wants, and/or

· For the financial advantage or increased status of the perpetrator, and/or
· Through violence or the threat of violence 
· The child may have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. Children who are 16 or 17, and can legally consent to have sex, can be victims too
· It doesn’t always involve physical contact – it can include non-contact sexual activity and can happen through technology e.g. involving children in the production of sexual images or grooming a child via the internet 
· It may happen without the child’s immediate knowledge e.g. through others sharing videos or images of them on social media 

· It can be a one-off event, or a series of events over time, and can be opportunistic, or organised

· It can be carried out by individuals or groups, men or women, and children or adults

How do I spot it?

A child may:

· Be frightened of some people, places or situations

· Be secretive

· Show changes in mood, character, behaviour or emotional wellbeing

· Have money or items that they can’t or won’t explain

· Change their friendship group, have an older boyfriend or girlfriend
· Stay out late or overnight 
· Regularly miss school/college or arrive late

· Show physical signs of abuse, such as bruising or bleeding in their genital or anal area 
· Misuse drugs or alcohol 

· Receive an excessive amount of texts or phone calls

· Become involved in gangs or criminal activities such as selling drugs or shoplifting 

· Suffer from sexually transmitted infections or become pregnant
· Display sexual behaviours beyond their expected level of sexual development

What do I do if I have a concern about CSE?

· Talk to our designated safeguarding lead (DSL) or deputy as soon as possible

· Contact the police, if you feel your child is in immediate danger 
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